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County Commissioners Support USEC Loan  
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The commissioners of Pike and Scioto counties recently sent a joint letter to the editor in support of the 
USEC Loan guarantee. The letter was sent in response to an editorial by U.S. Senatorial Candidate Rob 
Portman expressing his views on the situation.  
 
"The letter is not disrespectful to Rob Portman and is not intended to be. There was a real frustration out 

of the governor's office. I know the governor has met with USEC Inc., three or four times. The only thing that bothered the governor is that the editorial 
said he (Ted Strickland) had been silent over the past few months and he has not. That's what caused the letter," Blaine Beekman, Pike County 
Commissioner, said. "There was nothing political about it (the joint letter to the editor). Rob (Portman) has always maintained a nonpartisan stance. We 
did want everyone to know that — that issue is so complex." 
 
USEC has applied for $2 billion loan guarantee from the United States Department of Energy (DOE) to allow them to construct the American 
Centrifuge Plant in Piketon.  
 
"Because this is in our county we are involved. We are more involved than most county commissioners are, because we go to Washington, D.C., and 
we meet with the people," Beekman said.  
 
He explained there are four ongoing projects on the DOE reservation in Piketon. One is the ongoing cleanup of the former Portsmouth Gaseous 
Diffusion Plant, the DUF6 project, the Southern Ohio Clean Energy Park, which is proposing to build a Nuclear Power Plant on the site, and the fourth 
project being the American Centrifuge Plant. 
 
"The loan guarantee we thought was going to be forthcoming. The congressional authorization came for it in the latter part of the Bush administration, 
it sort of got pushed off," Beekman said. "There are two areas of concern, you have the president, you have the secretary of energy of both 
administrations. But the group that must OK this loan guarantee is senior level career people in DOE. Whoever, the president is not important to them." 
 
He said they are the people who are asking questions about the stability of USEC as a company. They are also asking about some perceived glitches in 
technology. 
 
"These two issues where the major issue that the loan guarantee did not go through," Beekman said.  
 
At the same time DOE committed $45 million to USEC for technology development, that money did not come through. 
 
"That is frustrating to everybody," Beekman said.  
 
The letter to the editor addresses some of the actions Gov. Strickland has taken over the past few months to aid USEC.  
 
The Governor joined with Senators Brown and Voinovich and Representatives Schmidt, Wilson, Space and Austria to push the Department of Energy 
to accelerate the Decontamination and Decommissioning cleanup at Piketon. Their successful efforts will cut the cleanup time by an estimated 20 
years.  
 
In June, the Governor came to Piketon with Sen. Voinovich and Congresswoman Schmidt to announce the proposed construction of a Clean Energy 
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Park initiative at the DOE Facility. The Clean Energy Alliance will construct a nuclear power plant in the site. Future research at the facility will allow 
the study of additional forms of clean energy for the nation's future.  
 
"Never has the Governor's attention strayed from the American Centrifuge project. In February 2009, he traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with 
Secretary of Energy Steven Chu to push for ACP. On March 11, 2009, in a letter to Present Obama thanking him for quick action on the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, the Governor once again requested quick approval of the ACP loan guarantee, declaring the project was 
"shovel ready." This letter was co-signed by the Governors of Maryland, Tennessee and Kentucky.  
 
In June 2009, the Governor once again met with Secretary Chu to discuss the loan guarantee. The next month he wrote to Secretary Chu expressing 
concern that a conditional commitment had not been made. Sen. Voinovich also joined the letter.  
 
In October 2009, Gov. Strickland called Secretary Chu on the loan program refusal and then spoke with Vice President Biden on the issue.  
 
"Gov. Strickland's frustration over the ACP loan guarantee denial reflects our own. The internal issues between USEC and ACP appear so complex that 
political pressure, whether from the Governor or by our Congressional delegation or Senators. seems unable to break the deadlock," the letter states. 
"We are pleased Mr. Portman maintains his interest in Piketon. We need all the help we can get." 
 
Jessica Towhey, spokesperson for the Portman for Senate campaign said the project has been put on hold and all it will take to have it resumed, is for 
President Obama to keep his promise.  
 
The Scioto County Commissioners express a number of the issues Beekman and the Pike County officials raised.  
 
"I think everyone has supported the situation out there," Tom Reiser, Chairman of the Scioto County Commissioners, said. "The word was going 
around the governor was not doing anything, we wanted to make it clear he was supporting it." 
 
Gov. Strickland's office issued the following statement in response to the joint letter to the editor. "The Governor has worked hard for many years both 
as a member of congress and as Governor for future economic development and cleanup projects. The governor will continue to work with the 
commissioners of Pike and Scioto counties to bring jobs to the working families of the region," Amanda Wurst, spokesperson for Governor Strickland 
said. 
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Southern Ohio Nuisance Wildlife Control LLC 

, 574-9623 
Wheelersburg  

We at Southern Ohio Nuisance Wildlife Control will come to your home or business and remove any nuisance wildlife. We offer a complete inspection 
of property. We remove animals and do the exclusion... 
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